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•SB] 



iplication No. 
'E2003/0Q3455 



□ 



I — I international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23 1(b)) 

□ publication of the intonational application (under Rule 12.4) 

LJ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 



and are not annexed to this report): invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed'' 

The international application as originally filed/furnished 
the description: 



pages 



1-9 



pages* 



the claims: 

pages 

pages* 



, received by this Authority on 

received by this Authority on 



as originally filed/ftimished 



1-3 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages* 

pages* 



— ■ ^ as originally filed/fumished 

, as amended (togeflier with any statement) under Article 1 9 

received by this Authority on 03 December 20Q4 (03.12.2004^ 
received by this Authority on ^ 



1/3-3/3 



_ received by this Authority on 
^received by this Authority on 



^, as originally filed/tumished 
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The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
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I I the claims, Nos. 
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□ the sequence listing ^ec$$;^- 
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any table(s) related to sequence listing (specif 



° '^::^^c^^^^'tZi^^:^^^ T^^T^? *° ^^^^ ^^^-^ ^-^^ ^ -t been 

(Rule 70.2(c)) considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 

the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 
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the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing ("jpecijg^: 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 
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V, Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial appUcability ; 
^citations and explanations supporting such statement -*"»"ty. 



1. Statement 

Novelty CN) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-3 



1-3 



1-3 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Claim 1 



Document Dl (US6237562) discloses a method for controlling 
the operation of an internal combustion engine that can be 
operated in HCCI mode or in a mode with externally 
supplied ignition and that is switched between these two 
operating modes during normal operation according to a 
prescribed switching process as a function of 
predetermined operating parameters. 

The subject matter of claim 1 differs from that of 
document Dl in that the engine is prevented from switching 
into the HCCI operating mode independently of the 
prescribed switching process when at least one of the 
exceptional situations mentioned in claim 1 occurs. 

During the operation of the internal combustion engine, 
exceptional situations can arise in which the prescribed 
switching process results in an impractical operating 
mode. In order to ensure that an unsuitable operating mode 
is not employed when one of the exceptional situations 
mentioned in claim 1 occurs, the engine is prevented from 
switching into the HCCI operating mode. 
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INTERNATIONAL PREI^^ARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Interngi^al application No. 
Pc49 03/03455 



The search report citations do not disclose a method of 
this type to prevent the engine from switching into the 
HCCI operating mode when one of the exceptional situations 
mentioned in claim 1 occurs. Said documents also do not 
give any indication of how document Dl could be modified 
in order to arrive at the siobject matter of claim 1. 

Therefore, claim 1 satisfies the requirements of PCT 
Article 33 (2) . 

Claim 2 

The subject matter of dependent claim 2 defines further 
embodiments of the invention according to claim 1 and thus 
likewise satisfies the requirements of PCT Article 33(2) 
and (3) . 

Claim 3 

Independent claim 3, which relates to a method for 
controlling the operation of an internal combustion 
engine, also satisfies the requirements of PCT Article 
33 (2) and (3) . 

The subject matter of claim l differs from the subject 
matter of claim 3 in that, in claim 3, the engine is 
forced to switch into the HCCI operating mode when 
exceptional situations occur. 

The search report citations do not disclose a method of 
this type to force the engine to switch into the HCCI 
operating mode when one of the exceptional situations 
mentioned in claim 3 occxirs. Said documents also do not 
give any indication of how document Dl could be modified 
in order to arrive at the subject matter of claim 3. 



FonnPCT/IPEA/409 CBoxV) (Januaiy 1994) 



